Mimi –

A few more little tweaks:

On Public Members biographies page, please substitute these:

MARGARET GORDON is Professor and Dean Emeritus of the Evans School of Public Affairs at the University of Washington, where she currently teaches a course on News Media and Public Policy. She is co-founder of the UW’s Center for Media, Technology and Governance. She has been a Senior Fellow at the Gannett Center for Media Studies and the Freedom Forum Media Studies Center, both at Columbia University. She has taught at the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University, the University of Illinois at Chicago, and the University of Nigeria. She has been active in Common Cause, Leadership Tomorrow and the Urban League She is currently an active member of the Advisory Board of KCTS-9 Television and the King County Ethics Board.

MIKE POULSON has been a farmer in Connell, Franklin County, since 1965. He has also served as an independent consultant on a wide range of public-policy and natural-resource issues. He is now Executive Director of the Washington Agriculture Legal Foundation. He is a member of several agriculture and business organizations, including the Washington Farm Bureau’s Environmental and Natural Resource Committee. He represents the Farm Bureau as one of the agriculture caucus members on Governor Gary Locke’s Agriculture, Fish and Water negotiations. Past activities include membership on the Tri-City Diversification Board and Washington State University’s College of Agriculture and Home Economics Advisory Council.

In EDDIE REED’s bio, second sentence should read: 

He has 20 years of experience as a school teacher in grades 6 through 12.

ON THE COMPLAINTS RESOLUTIONS PAGE:

Change the subheads to read as follows:

Complaint Against Seattle Times Not Upheld (October 2002)

Complaint Against Bellingham Herald Resolved (August 2001)

Complaint Hearing on Seattle Gay News Cancelled (April 2001)

Complaint Against Seattle Times Resolved (April 2000)

Add one more item:

Complaint Against The Olympian Upheld (February 2000)

The Washington News Council on Feb. 12 upheld a complaint by Bernard Friedman of Olympia against The Olympian newspaper. In its first public hearing on a formal complaint by a citizen against a media organization, the News Council voted 9 to 6 to uphold the complaint.

The News Council addressed these questions: “Is The Olympian’s editorial factually inaccurate, failing to include balancing facts or information? Was the paper therefore unfair or misleading in its description of Mr. Friedman’s behavior at the city council meeting, which the editorial cited in endorsing Mr. Friedman’s opponent?”

Friedman’s complaint concerned an Oct. 21, 1999, editorial that endorsed incumbent Mark Foutch over challenger Friedman in a race for Olympia City Council. Friedman contended that the editorial inaccurately reported Friedman’s behavior at an Aug. 10, 1999, City Council meeting.

In his complaint to the News Council, Friedman stated that the editorial was “factually inaccurate,” “misleading,” “inflammatory,” “unfair” and that it “wrongly damaged his reputation.”

The hearing was presided over by Robert Utter, Chairman of the News Council and former Chief Justice of the Washington State Supreme Court. The hearing began with Utter playing an audiotape of the Aug. 10 City Council meeting. Friedman then outlined his complaint, providing written statements for the record and calling two witnesses to speak on his behalf. 

The Olympian declined to participate in the hearing, but Justice Utter read into the record two letters from Executive Editor Vickie Kilgore defending the editorial and the newspaper’s endorsement process. News Council members then asked questions and deliberated in public before voting. The News Council’s criteria included Principles of Ethical Conduct for Newsrooms issued by Gannett Newspapers, owners of The Olympian. They state: “We will hold factual information in opinion columns and editorials to the same standards of accuracy as news stories.”

A videotape of the hearing and a written summary of the proceedings are available. Call 206-262-9793 for details. You may also view our press releases (LINK). To read Bernard Friedman’s final statement on the proceedings, click HERE (LINK).

ARCHIVE 2000 PAGE

Change final item to read as follows:

Council Upholds Complaint Against The Olympian


In its first Public Hearing on a citizen’s complaint against a newspaper, “Bernard Friedman vs. The Olympian,” the News Council on Feb. 12 voted 9 to 6 to uphold the complaint. A videotape of the hearing and a written transcript are available by calling 206.262.9793. Also, you can view our press releases about the hearing and read Bernard Friedman’s final statement (LINK).

ARCHIVE 2002 PAGE

Make first two items read as follows, with green subheds:

Mock Student News Council Hearing Held at Seattle University

Students in Prof. Tomas Guillen's journalism class on April 17 considered the case of Hubert Locke vs. The Seattle Times, which was adjudicated by the WNC last October (see Complaints Resolutions page for details). One student played the role of Locke and another played Mike Fancher, Times executive editor. They based their arguments on the actual letters between Locke and Fancher, which are part of the official WNC case file. The student panel denied the complaint by a 4-2 vote, which was the same conclusion reached by the full Council last year. About 30 students observed the hearing, which was moderated by John Hamer, WNC executive director.
  

“Media Coverage of the War on Terrorism: Is It Accurate, Balanced, and Fair?” 

That was the topic of a Public Forum on Feb. 25 co-presented by the Washington News Council with the World Affairs Council (WAC). An experienced panel of journalists discussed the role of the news media and how journalists responded to the events of September 11. The panel included Enrique Cerna of KCTS-9, Jim Mallery of The Seattle Times, Dave Ross of KIRO radio, and Joshua Trujillo of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. John Hamer, Executive Director of the Washington News Council, was moderator. The event was filmed by TVW and a videotape is available. Call 206-262-9793 for details. In addition, the WNC and WAC jointly produced a curriculum guide for high schools, "Teaching Media Literacy Through the Topic of
Terrorism." For copies, call 206-441-5910.
 ON EVENT CALENDAR PAGE

In October, change to:

Oct. 5 – WNC Annual Retreat (place TBA)

